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EMERGENCY HELICOPTER 

304. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Premier: 
In The Geraldton Guardian on 19 May, it was reported that the Premier had acknowledged the need for an 
emergency helicopter service to the mid-west and that the cost of the emergency helicopter would be around 
$250 000 a year.  The priorities of the government were made clear in the recent budget when it decided to 
allocate $1.5 million to an Australian Council of Trade Unions membership drive rather than to projects such as 
this.   

(1) Is the Premier aware that $1.5 million would fund the emergency helicopter service for six years? 

(2) Will the Premier reprioritise and redirect the funds from the ACTU to secure the helicopter service for 
the mid-west? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(2) Yes, the helicopter service for this region is under consideration at the moment.  However, in politics 
one has to be able to walk and chew gum at the same time.  We will not stop all other activities because 
another need has arisen.  In our deliberations, consideration is being given to the need and the funding 
arrangements for this issue.  However, I point out - I do it without fear of contradiction - that the 
provision of infrastructure for this region has never been a greater priority for any government than it is 
for our government.  That has been recognised at every function that we have been to.  The very 
brilliant mayor of Geraldton, Vickie Petersen, has congratulated the government; the shire president of 
the Shire of Greenough, Mr John Sewell, has congratulated the government; the chief executive officer 
of the Shire of Irwin has thanked the government.  The provision of critical infrastructure for this region 
has never been a higher priority for any government.  Anybody with any sense of history of the 
Geraldton region would know that.  People who understand the great figures of the city’s past and 
people who know of the history of people like the great G.A. Houston, mayor of Geraldton in 1929-30, 
know that those people who have carried the municipal weight of Geraldton over the decades would 
have cried tears of joy if a state government at that time had provided as much support to them as we 
are providing to the City of Geraldton now.  Only five or six years ago, this area was on its knees; now 
it is booming.  That boom will continue as long as we are able to support the people of this region, 
because they have the capacity, the ability and the potential, which is now being unleashed and realised, 
to make this area one of the most amazing places in Australia, if not the world, in which to live. 

 


